KYV2

FOOD BANK Y UNITED WAY
‘ FORNYC Q. New York City

Statement on the FY27 New York State Budget

We thank Governor Hochul, Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, Speaker Heastie, and the
New York State Legislature for advancing a FY27 State Budget during a time of persistent
food insecurity, rising food costs, and uncertainty surrounding federal nutrition programs.
The budget includes important investments to strengthen food security across New York,
though significant challenges remain for communities across the state.

We appreciate the State’s continued commitment to strengthening New York’s nutrition
safety net through investments including $72.8 million for the Hunger Prevention and
Nutrition Assistance Program (HPNAP), $8.7 million for the Nutrition Outreach & Education
Program (NOEP), continued Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) access and
outreach efforts, support for Universal School Meals, funding to transition SNAP EBT cards
to chip technology, and $10 million for a new program called NY PLATES to bolster
emergency food network capacity.

These investments will help food assistance providers meet growing demand for
emergency food, connect eligible households to critical benefits, and support families and
individuals facing rising costs.

At the same time, we note that the final budget did not include increased funding for
Nourish New York or the proposed $3 million reimbursement fund for households
impacted by stolen SNAP and cash assistance benefits. Strengthening these investments
remains an important opportunity to support New York farmers, regional food systems,
and families and communities experiencing food insecurity, including those who have lost
critical benefits through theft and fraud.

As implementation begins, we look forward to working with state leaders to address
remaining gaps, ensure timely distribution of resources, monitor the impact of federal food
and nutrition policy changes, protect child nutrition programs, and advance long-term
solutions that strengthen food security across New York.
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